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UTAH’S EMPLOYMENT SUMMARY: MARCH 2012 
 

Statistics generated by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
Washington, D.C., derived from monthly employer and 
household surveys. 
 
SALT LAKE CITY—Utah’s nonfarm wage and salaried job 
count for March 2012, as generated by the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics (BLS), expanded by 2.3 percent compared 
against the employment level for March 2011. This is a 12-
month increase of 27,400 jobs, and raises total wage and 
salary employment to 1,218,100. 
 
The seasonally-adjusted unemployment rate—generated 
by BLS—is Utah’s other primary indicator of current labor market conditions and registers 5.8 
percent. Approximately 78,150 Utahns are considered to be unemployed. The current United 
States unemployment rate, as compared to last month, fell one-tenth of a percentage-point to 
8.2 percent.  
 
Most of Utah’s industrial sectors have added jobs over the past 12 months, with the exception 
being the leisure and hospitality sector. The employment gains are diverse and fairly evenly 
distributed among the various industrial sectors, and that is a strong point in the current 
economic profile. 
 
The industry in front of Utah’s economic recovery is professional and business services. 
Approximately 5,600 new positions have been added over the past 12 months. Nearly all are 
coming in the high-paying professional and technical industries like legal services, computer 
systems design, consulting, and market research. 
 
Manufacturing jobs are estimated to have grown by 5,200 positions over the past 12 months.  
 
Education and healthcare remain as stalwarts in the economic employment picture. The sector 
has grown by 4,000 positions over the past 12 months. These gains are equally split between 
private education (public education is grouped in government) and the healthcare industry. The 
demand for both of these industries’ products is driven by the size of the local population, its 
growth, and developing changes in the demographic structure. 
 
The trade and transportation sector measured employment gains of around 3,800 over the past 
year. Most of these are on the trade side, with a nearly equal distribution between wholesale 
trade and retail trade. 
 
One of the industries hit hard by the economic downturn was financial activities. Although its 
employment level is still below its pre-recession peak —as are most of Utah’s industrial 
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Labor Market Indicators 
 
Utah 
Employment % Change:  2.3% 
Employment # Change:  27,400 
Unemployment Rate:  5.8% 
 
United States 
Employment Change: 1.5% 
Unemployment Rate:  8.2% 
 
Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 
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sectors—this industry is finally seeing a rebound in employment activity. Approximately 2,900 
jobs have re-emerged in this sector over the past 12 months. 
 
Approximately 2,800 more construction jobs are observed in March than were there 12 months 
ago, and this without any notable contribution yet from the home-building market. 
 
The natural resource industry has grown by 900 positions over the past year, largely due to 
natural gas and oil activities in the Uintah Basin of eastern Utah. 
 
Estimates are that the leisure and hospitality industry is seeing 800 fewer jobs statewide now 
than were recorded at this time last year. 
 
* For more information visit http://jobs.utah.gov/wi/pubs/une/ 
 
* Utah’s April employment information will be released at 9:00 a.m. on Friday, May 18, 2012.  
 
* County unemployment rates for March will be posted on or shortly after April 23 at 
http://jobs.utah.gov/opencms/wi/pubs/une/season.pdf 

http://jobs.utah.gov/wi/pubs/une/
http://jobs.utah.gov/opencms/wi/pubs/une/season.pdf


Numbers are in thousands Mar.(p) Mar.[r] Percentage Feb.(r) Feb.[r] Percentage
2012 2011 Change 2012 2011 Change

CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE (seasonally-adjusted) 1,340.9 1,345.9 -0.4 1,334.4 1,347.8 -1.0
   Employed 1,262.8 1,249.8 1.0 1,258.0 1,249.5 0.7
   Unemployed 78.1 96.1 -18.7 76.4 98.3 -22.3
      Unemployment Rate 5.8 7.1 5.7 7.3

NONAGRICULTURAL EMPLOYMENT (Thousands) 1,218.1 1,190.7 2.3 1,211.7 1,182.2 2.5
Not seasonally-adjusted

PRIVATE SECTOR 994.1 968.0 2.7 989.8 961.0 3.0

GOODS PRODUCING 191.8 182.9 4.9 189.6 181.2 4.6
Natural Resources, and Mining 12.0 11.1 8.1 12.0 10.9 10.1
Construction 62.8 60.0 4.7 61.4 58.8 4.4
      Construction of Buildings 11.4 11.2 1.8 11.2 11.1 0.9
      Heavy and Civil Engineering 9.2 8.5 8.2 8.6 8.4 2.4
      Specialty Trade Contractors 42.2 40.3 4.7 41.6 39.3 5.9
Manufacturing 117.0 111.8 4.7 116.2 111.5 4.2
   Durable Goods 76.2 72.4 5.2 76.0 72.0 5.6
      Primary and Fabricated Metals 15.4 15.1 2.0 15.5 15.0 3.3
      Computer and Electronic Products 14.7 13.8 6.5 14.6 13.8 5.8
      Transportation and Equipment Manufacturing 11.1 10.9 1.8 11.0 10.9 0.9
   Non-Durable Goods 40.8 39.4 3.6 40.2 39.5 1.8

SERVICES PROVIDING 1,026.3 1,007.8 1.8 1,022.1 1,001.0 2.1
Trade, Transportation, and Utilities 231.6 227.8 1.7 231.1 226.5 2.0
   Wholesale Trade 47.5 45.4 4.6 47.3 45.1 4.9
   Retail Trade 135.9 134.4 1.1 135.7 133.6 1.6
        Motor Vehicle and Parts Dealers 16.3 16.0 1.9 16.4 15.9 3.1
        Food and Beverage Stores 21.1 21.3 -0.9 21.1 21.2 -0.5
        General Merchandise Stores 28.9 28.8 0.3 28.9 28.8 0.3
   Transportation and Utilities 48.2 48.0 0.4 48.1 47.8 0.6
        Utilities 4.0 4.1 -2.4 3.9 3.9 0.0
        Transportation & Warehousing 44.2 43.9 0.7 44.2 43.9 0.7
          Air Transportation 6.8 6.6 3.0 6.8 6.6 3.0
          Truck Transportation 19.0 18.0 5.6 18.9 18.0 5.0
Information 30.2 29.2 3.4 30.3 29.2 3.8
        Publishing Industries 8.8 9.0 -2.2 8.8 9.0 -2.2
        Motion Picture and Sound Recording 3.3 3.5 -5.7 3.3 3.4 -2.9
        Telecommunications 4.8 4.8 0.0 4.9 4.8 2.1
        Internet Service Providers 7.1 6.9 2.9 7.1 7.0 1.4
Financial Activities 70.6 67.7 4.3 70.5 67.6 4.3
        Finance and Insurance 54.6 51.2 6.6 54.5 51.2 6.4
        Real Estate and Rental and Leasing 16.0 16.5 -3.0 16.0 16.4 -2.4
Professional and Business Services 160.6 155.0 3.6 159.4 153.2 4.0
        Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services 70.3 67.4 4.3 70.1 66.8 4.9
          Architectural, Engineering, and Related 11.8 11.8 0.0 11.7 11.6 0.9
          Computer Systems Design and Related 16.8 15.5 8.4 16.6 15.3 8.5
        Management of Companies and Enterprises 19.3 18.6 3.8 19.1 18.4 3.8
        Administration & Support
        & Waste Management & Remediation 71.0 69.0 2.9 70.2 68.0 3.2
          Employment Services 19.2 19.9 -3.5 19.1 19.5 -2.1
          Business Support Services 17.0 17.1 -0.6 17.1 17.1 0.0
Education and Health Services 163.0 159.0 2.5 163.6 158.8 3.0
        Educational Services 39.5 37.1 6.5 39.7 37.1 7.0
        Health Services and Social Assistance 123.5 121.9 1.3 123.9 121.7 1.8
          Ambulatory Health Care Services 50.7 50.6 0.2 51.0 50.6 0.8
          Hospitals 33.1 32.1 3.1 33.2 32.0 3.8
            Nursing and Residential Care Facilities 22.9 22.4 2.2 22.8 22.3 2.2
          Social Assistance 16.8 16.8 0.0 16.9 16.8 0.6
Leisure and Hospitality 112.2 113.0 -0.7 111.4 111.2 0.2
        Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation 18.7 18.3 2.2 18.4 18.1 1.7
        Accommodation and Food Services 93.5 94.7 -1.3 93.0 93.1 -0.1
          Accommodation 17.3 18.6 -7.0 17.3 18.2 -4.9
          Food Services and Drinking Places 76.2 76.1 0.1 75.7 74.9 1.1
Other Services 34.1 33.4 2.1 33.9 33.3 1.8
Government 224.0 222.7 0.6 221.9 221.2 0.3
   Federal Government 34.5 36.8 -6.2 33.7 36.6 -7.9
         Federal Defense 16.8 17.0 -1.2 16.8 17.0 -1.2
        Other Federal Government 17.7 19.8 -10.6 16.9 19.6 -13.8
   State Government 70.2 66.7 5.2 69.0 65.6 5.2
        State Schools 40.7 39.2 3.8 40.3 37.8 6.6
        Other State Government 29.5 27.5 7.3 28.7 27.8 3.2
   Local Government 119.3 119.2 0.1 119.2 119.0 0.2
        Local Education 68.7 70.3 -2.3 68.8 70.1 -1.9
        Other Local Government 50.6 48.9 3.5 50.4 48.9 3.1

  Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics: Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS); Current Employment Statistics (CES).  April 20, 2012.
    p = preliminary  r = revised  

Utah Nonagricultural Jobs by Industry and
Components of the Labor Force
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March March Percent February January
2012 2011 Change 2012 2012

Estimate Actual Estimate Estimate

BEAVER 2,008 2,164 -7.2 1,987 1,946
BOX ELDER 15,554 16,411 -5.2 15,487 15,585
CACHE 50,679 50,289 0.8 50,721 50,386
CARBON 9,066 9,313 -2.6 9,284 9,123
DAGGETT 352 355 -0.9 333 342

DAVIS 104,845 101,240 3.6 104,361 103,762
DUCHESNE 8,454 7,605 11.2 8,325 8,249
EMERY 3,541 3,756 -5.7 3,499 3,483
GARFIELD 1,645 1,822 -9.7 1,592 1,608
GRAND 4,356 4,301 1.3 3,739 3,607

IRON 15,293 15,218 0.5 15,212 15,224
JUAB 2,992 2,994 -0.1 2,951 2,928
KANE 2,722 2,690 1.2 2,582 2,597
MILLARD 3,853 3,975 -3.1 3,824 3,837
MORGAN 1,682 1,724 -2.5 1,682 1,702

PIUTE 240 266 -9.8 240 235
RICH 489 488 0.3 477 480
SALT LAKE 590,549 574,196 2.8 586,028 583,230
SAN JUAN 4,015 4,109 -2.3 3,939 3,832
SANPETE 7,054 6,846 3.0 6,974 7,023

SEVIER 7,827 7,757 0.9 7,723 7,672
SUMMIT 25,941 24,783 4.7 26,646 26,716
TOOELE 15,465 15,881 -2.6 15,424 15,292
UINTAH 14,690 13,748 6.9 14,510 14,479
UTAH 185,273 177,247 4.5 183,632 182,656

WASATCH 5,823 5,703 2.1 5,852 5,936
WASHINGTON 45,914 45,308 1.3 45,503 44,903
WAYNE 758 890 -14.9 700 691
WEBER 90,460 89,261 1.3 90,112 89,536

Note: Numbers have been left unrounded for convenience rather than to denote accuracy.
Note: Employment numbers are not seasonally adjusted. Therefore, comparisons of 
employment levels from one month to the next should not be used as job creation/loss
estimates between those months. Seasonal factors could be the reason. For example,
employment levels in September are usually higher than in August, as school employment resumes.
Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, Workforce Research and Analysis, 4/20/12

NONFARM EMPLOYMENT IN UTAH'S COUNTIES




